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Ulyanovsk (102,106) lies on the right bank of the river, at
the crossing of the Ryazan-Ufa railway-line. At Syrzan
(77,679) the railway crosses a bend of the Volga on its way
from Penza, a town on the Sura river, to Kuibishev. Penza
is also at the junction of the lines from Gorki and Kazan to
Saransk and the Don basin.
Everywhere in the Middle Volga Region there is a sharp
differentiation between the density of population on the west
and east banks. But on both sides of the river, in spite of the
remarkable increase in the size of the towns, the population
is still largely rural.
The total population of the Middle Volga Administrative
Region was 2,767,562 in 1939, and of this number nearly
two million people were living in villages or rural districts, and
of the urban population more than 70 per cent, was concen-
trated in Kuibishev, Ulyanovsk, and Syrzan. The Tartar
Republic is not, strictly speaking, included in the lands of the
middle Volga. Geographically and economically, however,
it occupies a transitional position between the northern and
central parts of the "Povolzhye," and it is convenient to
include it in the central part, since the most populated area
of the republic, situated close to the river Kama, comes within
the wooded steppe and broad-leaved forest zone. The popu-
lation in 1939 was slightly more than 2,900,000. The 400,000
inhabitants of Kazan constituted about two-thirds of the
urban population of the republic.
In the middle Volga lands as #. whole about one-quarter of
the people belong to the Tartar, or Mordovian national
groups, while there are small numbers of Chuvash, Marii,
and Bashkir peoples. The remainder are mainly Russians.
THE STEPPE LANDS OF THE LOWER VOLGA
The north-western corner of this region is occupied by the
Pre-Volga Heights, which extend as far south as Stalingrad,
and are then continued in the low Ergeni Hills. In the
north-east there are the low foothills of the Obshchy Syrt.
South  and  east of these hills  the  Caspian Lowland,  a